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Statement on the Legal Framework
Agreement for the Baku-Thilisi-
Ceyhan Oil Pipeline

April 28, 2000

I am very pleased that today delegations
from Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey
reached agreement on the legal framework
for the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. Last
November in Istanbul, I witnessed the sign-
ing of initial documents for this framework.
Today’s achievement completes this work
and brings the pipeline project a critical step
closer to fruition.

By this action, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and
Turkey have shown once again their commit-
ment to building regional cooperation,
peaceful relations, and better lives for all
their people. I congratulate Presidents
Aliyev, Shevardnadze, and Demirel, along
with all the negotiating teams, for their lead-
ership in moving this project forward.

I look forward to the next phase of this
effort, when companies from the United
States, Western Europe, and Russia will work
with  those of  Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, and Turkey to transform legal
frameworks into commercial reality.

The United States is committed to the
Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline as a key part
of our overall approach to Caspian energy
development. We want to ensure access to
world markets for the countries of the region,
while helping diversify sources of energy sup-
ply for consumers in the United States and
around the globe.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to President Heydar Aliyev of Azerbaijan; Presi-
dent Eduard Shevardnadze of Georgia; and Presi-
dent Suleyman Demirel of Turkey. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7297—National
Charter Schools Week, 2000

April 28, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Providing our children the high-quality
education they need to succeed is one of the
greatest challenges we face as a Nation, and
helping communities establish public charter
schools is one of the best ways we can meet
that challenge.

Charter schools—public schools that are
started by parents, educators, and commu-
nities working in partnership—are open to
students of every background and ability.
They also afford greater autonomy and flexi-
bility in staffing decisions, curriculum design,
and other areas than traditional public
schools do. In return for this flexibility, char-
ter schools must set and meet the highest
standards, and they can remain open only as
long as they do so.

These schools are helping us to meet many
of our Nation’s most important education
goals. They are driving change in public
schools across America by showing the bene-
fits of greater parent participation, longer
school years, higher academic standards, and
character education. Charter schools offer
reform, innovation, and increased choice in
public education, and, by doing so, they spur
improvement throughout our public school
system.

I am proud that my Administration has
taken a leadership role in promoting and
funding public charter schools. When I took
office almost 8 years ago, there was only one
charter school in our Nation. By September
of last year, that number had grown to more
than 1,600 in 30 States and the District of
Columbia, with more than 250,000 students
enrolled and many more on waiting lists.
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Since 1994, the Federal Government has in-
vested almost $400 million in public charter
schools. Last August, I announced the re-
lease of almost $100 million in Department
of Education grants to develop, open, or ex-
pand charter schools across the country. And
my proposed budget for fiscal year 2001 in-
cludes $175 million for the Department of
Education’s Public Charter Schools Program.
These grants and funds will help cover the
costs of opening new schools and help exist-
ing charter schools hire more well-trained
teachers, buy more books, computers, and
educational software, and ensure that class-
rooms are safe and accessible for all students.
Finally, these funds will aid charter schools
as they develop accountability systems to
measure whether they are meeting or ex-
ceeding State standards.

During National Charter Schools Week, I
commend the many dedicated parents, edu-
cators, students, and other concerned citi-
zens who, working together, have started
charter schools in their communities to meet
the growing demand for excellence, cre-
ativity, and choice in education. Because of
their vision and leadership, charter schools
across our Nation are helping to raise stand-
ards, expectations, and accountability in all
of America’s public schools. By investing in
charter schools, we are investing in our Na-
tion’s future.

Now, Therefore, I, William ]. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1 through
May 5, 2000, as National Charter Schools
Week. I encourage the American people to
mark this observance with appropriate pro-
grams and activities that raise awareness o
the many contributions that public charter
schools make to the education of our children
and the success of our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2000]
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NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7298—Law Day,
U.S.A., 2000

April 28, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The freedom of America’s citizens is sus-
tained by American law. In crafting the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights, our Nation’s
founders wisely understood that liberty and
law are equally important to ensuring human
rights and preserving human dignity. Law
without freedom becomes tyranny; freedom
without law becomes chaos.

The theme of this year’s Law Day observ-
ance, “Speak up for Democracy and Diver-
sity,” reminds us of the vital role that the
law and America’s legal community have
played in protecting our freedoms and ex-
tending them to an ever-widening circle of
Americans. Many signal victories for civil
rights have been won in the courts by men
and women of conscience whose commit-
ment to the Constitution and the rule of law
compelled them to speak out against bigotry
and discrimination. Many Americans have
found champions among the legal profession
to defend their rights and to uphold our Na-
tion’s promise of equality and justice for all.
From the War for Independence to the War
Between the States, from emancipation in
the 19th century to women’s suffrage and the
civil rights movement in the 20th century,
courageous Americans have risen to the chal-
lenge of improving upon our laws and ex-
tending their protections to all of our citi-
zens.

Today, thanks in large measure to the ef-
forts of our Nation’s legal community, people
of all backgrounds, races, and religions are
working, living, and learning side by side.
The doors of opportunity are open wider
than ever. But despite the advances we have
made, we still see in our society stubborn



